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96-733

February 28, 1980

UNFAIR TAX BURDEN.

Washington, D.C.

As tax time approaches once again millions of Americans will

face a serious inequity in our tax system -- the tax on marriage.

As a result,

we are urging the chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee to schedule
hearings as expeditiously as possible on a bill I sponsored and other similar
measures to repeal this unfair tax.
Under current law if two workers deCide to marry and have about equal income
they will have to pay more taxes than they would if they remained single.

This

"marriage penalty" affects almost sixty percent of all the married couples in
America, because for the first time in our history more than half of all the
married women in America are working outside the home.
that this trend will continue to grow.
With inflation,

Recent projections· indicate

The reasons are obvious.

more and more families need a second income to make ends meet.

But the tax on marriage reduces the value of the second income.

This unfair tax

is especially difficult for low income families.

If each spouse earns $3,500, for

example, they would pay a marriage tax of $168

130 percent more than they would

pay if they were liVing together without being married.

If each spouse earns

$20,000 a year they would pay $1,692 more than they would if they were single.
Our bill would eliminate the extra tax by simply allowing two-earner couples the
option of filing as singles.
The situation is also a threat to the sanctity of marriage.

Some couples have

divorced to avoid the tax and some choose to live together without the benefits of
marriage.

We should encourage marriage and families -- not penalize them.

time to eliminate this unfair burden.

It is

In these times of government oversight and

spending limitations we do not want to lose revenues but taxes should be fair and jus •

*
INCREASING THE PRESSURE.

*

*

On February 25, the Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee,

on which I serve, will hold a hearing on a House concurrent resolution which we
introduced earlier this month that urges President Carter to terminate the fishing
privileges of the Soviet Union in the 200-mile fishery conservation zone unless
Russia withdraws its troops from Afghanistan immediately.
This action would further demonstrate the deep concern that the U.S. has with
respect to the Soviet Union's brutal aggression against Afghanistan and the serious
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th rea t i t poses to wor Id peace.
In response to ! letter that I wrote to President Carter in early January
advocating termination of the 1975 maritime agreement with the USSR. the
Administration Has decided not to take steps at this time which would involve the
abrogation of bilateral agreements.
We will ~allAdministration officials to meet with us at the February 25 hearing
for a detailed presentation of their position. But as Members of Congress it is
still our duty to review bilateral agreements to protect America's security interest.

*

*

*

GETTING EGG-CITED. Earlier this week the House overwhelmingly passed H.R. 6285, the
Egg Research and Consumer Information Act Amendments of 1980. The bill had strong
bipartisan support from urban and rural Congressmen following a lively debate in the
House Agriculture Committee. I believe this bill will be of value to both consumer
interests and egg producers.
,
Before the bill reached the House floor, an urban Congressman introduced an
amendment for the USDA during the mark-up sessions in the House Agriculture Committe
that would have required that any egg promotional activities contain the results
of experimental research about cholesterol. This action would have crippled the
benefits of the bill. But more importantly, my conscience forced me to oppose this
amendment.

The federal government is already involved in too many areas that they do not
belong in. During the mark-up sessions I told my colleagues and officials from
USDA that I do not see how we can control egg promotional activities any more unless
we stamp every egg "may be injurious to your health." No one wants deception or
fraud. The law already protects against that. I was disturbed that the USDA was
moving to control our eating habits. Eggs are a low-cost nutritious food and it is
time for the federal government to stop telling us otherwise. Any food will be
injurious to your health if you eat it in abnormal quantities. We don't need the
federal government to tell us that at our expense.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

PROGRESS FOR OUR FARMERS. The House Agriculture Committee recently passed a bill
which I supported extending an economic emergency credit program for farmers and
liberalizing a second program which provides credit for building crop storage
facilities on farms. This legislation will protect our farmers by providing them
with an emergency loan program that will help insure a fair return for their hard
work and investment. Farmers are the backbone of America and without food and
fiber we cannot survive.
H.R. 6291 will provide adequate credit for farmers in the coming year and brings
the ceiling on farm storage facility loans into line with today's higher building
costs. There has been a steady decline in the number of family farms in this co~ntry
for almost 50 years. This bill will, hopefully, help halt this trend by protecting
our farmers and rural lifestyle.
FOR MDTUAL ADVANTAGE.. The Mexican Ministry of Agriculture and the United States
Department of Agriculture have recently agreed to share knowledge and responsibility
for a cooperative program to collect, preserve, enhance and distribute plant germplasm. This good news comes' at an opportune time for both our countries. Mexican
and American scientists are concerned that the germplasm base of food and fiber crops
is in danger of eroding. Some of this germplasm may be lost completely as industrialization, increased population, the need for increased food production and other landuse pressures impact on society. This joint program is another example of how our
two countries can work closely together for mutual advantage.
VISITORS FROM HOME this week were Dr Antonio N Zavaleta of Brownsville; Francisco
Gonzalez and Nelson Rodriquez, both of Harlingen; and John G Phillips of McAllen.
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